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this work, and it is clearly taught in the Hindu Scriptures
to be the duty of a widow to end her days in this
cruel fashion, an account of it here will not be out of
place.

It is impossible to say when this rite first came into
favour. The name Sati is given to Parvati, when, angry
with her father for omitting to invite her husband to his
feast, she destroyed herself by fire; but in this case,
though she proved herself " a faithful wife," as the name
implies, she burned herself, but not with her husband's
body. As she manifested faithfulness, even to death,
in the interests of her husband, the name has been given
to those widows who, by their self-immolation, have shown
similar devotion.

In Vedic times it seems certain that this rite was not
practised, nor is there a single text in the Vedas
authorizing it. There is a text, however, which, by a
wilful mis-translation, has been used by the priests as
an authority for the practice, concerning which Max
Miiller says: "This is perhaps the most flagrant instance
of what can be done by an unscrupulous priesthood."
This text, which was repeated by the officiating priest as
the widow walked round the pyre on which her husband's
corpse was placed, is as follows: " Om! Let those women,
not to be widowed, good wives adorned with collyrium,
holding clarified butter, consign themselves to the fire.
Immortal, not childless, not husbandless, well adorned
with gems, let them pass into the fire, whose original
element was water." The correct translation is the
following: "May these women, who are not widows,
draw near with oil and butter. Let those who are
mothers go first to the altar, without sorrow, but decked
with fine jewels." * The passage evidently refers to
* "Vedic Religion, "p. 32,